Alberta Cervical Cancer Screening Program (ACCSP)

Follow-up of abnormal Pap tests:
Does my patient need a referral to colposcopy?

Abnormal
cytology results

Atypical squamous cells of
undetermined significance
(ASC-US)

Low-grade squamous
intraepithelial lesion (LSIL)

Atypical squamous cells,
cannot exclude high-grade
(ASC-H)

High-grade squamous
intraepitheial lesion (HSIL)

Atypical glandular cells
(AGC)

Adenocarcinoma in situ
Squamous carcinoma

Other malignancy

Patients 24 years
and younger

Patients
25 to 29 years

Patients
30 to 49 years

Patients 24 years
and younger

Patients
25 to 49 years

All patients

Repeat Pap test every
12 months for 2 years (2 tests).

Repeat Pap test every 6 months
for 1 year (2 tests). Tests must
be at least 6 months apart.

HPV-positive: Refer to colposcopy no later

At 24 months: ASC-US or greater,
—> refer to colposcopy no later than 3 years
after initial ASC-US result date.

If either repeat result is ASC-US or
— greater, refer to colposcopy no later than
3 years after initial ASC-US result date.

than 3 years after initial ASC-US result date.

Repeat Pap test every
12 months for 2 years (2 tests).

Repeat Pap test every 6 months
for 1year (2 tests). Tests must be
at least 6 months apart.

For the complete clinical practice guideline, visit screeningforlife.ca/for-health-providers

For a list of colposcopists/gynecologic oncologists, visit albertareferraldirectory.ca

September 2026

Refer to colposcopy

At 24 months: ASC-US or greater,

—> refer to colposcopy no later than 3
years after initial LSIL result date.

If either repeat is ASC-US or greater,
— refer to colposcopy no later than 3

years after initial LSIL result date.
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Alberta Cervical Cancer Screening Program (ACCSP)

Follow-up of abnormal High-Risk HPV tests:
Does my patient need a referral to colposcopy?

HPV primary result

HPV 16/18 detected

High-Risk HPV Other detected
or Indeterminate

(Immunocompetent patient)

High-Risk HPV Other detected
or Indeterminate

(Immunocompromised patient)

Second consecutive invalid HPV test

Persistent High-Risk HPV
Other detected

(Persistent: 3rd consecutive other High-Risk
HPV with each test at least 12 months apart)

Reflex Pap (cytology) results

Unsatisfactory, NIL, ASCUS,
LSIL, ASC-H, HSIL, AGC, AIS

ASC-H, HSIL, AGC, AIS

Unsatisfactory, NIL, ASCUS,
LSIL, ASC-H, HSIL, AGC, AIS

ASC-H, HSIL, AGC, AIS

Unsatisfactory, NIL, ASCUS,
LSIL, ASC-H, HSIL, AGC, AIS

For the complete clinical practice guideline, visit screeningforlife.ca/for-health-providers

For a list of colposcopists/gynecologic oncologists, visit albertareferraldirectory.ca

September 2026

Refer to colposcopy
Include the patient’s HPV

and gynecological cytology
(Pap test) results on the
colposcopy referral form.
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